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IN  TIC  14JTU?  OF  .;j?  CnBES  «M>  IN  THS  IXTTER 

of  ..tpocitils  comhttid(at  k^fjhy  PRiscn3i  of 
■.j?  <ua»,  sljO  e:  criTiKPn?  1943  iJD  e*  the 

!<!»»TTUf  OF  TI2  1NHDLR  OF  C.JT.  H.VIXY  .'JD  LEOT. 

nRMIT..G2. 


British  National  off  loo  Churgo  NC| 

united  Notions  var  Crimes  Cu-i-leslcn  Reference! 


/l£f  I.  P.  -.*  V  J  I. 

I.  NC.  3858367  C.^.K.S.  GZOFniy  KNO  XES,  Rcc^nnaiss^xoc  Corps,  with 
pexmucnt  address  at  3  husten  Read,  utrecaJbo,  make  oath  «cd  sty  cs  fcllowoi- 

1.  I  was  token  prisoner  in  sin^pc re  cn  15th  February  1942.’  I  stayed 
there  until  June  1942  rd  was  thon  moved  tc  si- -a.  L-tor,  in  iproh  1943  I 
nos  moved  tc  Kdnburi  prisoner  cf  var  Camp.  panburi  nos  the  headquartors  of 
No.  1  Gre-up  of  prisoner  cf  her  .orking  Cai-ps.  ihc  */crk  we  wore  doing  nos 
on  tho  Bangkok  -  L£uluein  railway  lino.  No.  1  Group  consisted  cf  about 
sever,  outlying  coops,  one  cf  whioh  was  called  sakcuctc.  ten  I  arrived  at 
Konburi  1  r.us  put  tc  work  in  tho  ccok-houso  there,  and  ell  the  timo  I  was 
with  No.  1  Group  I  stayed  at  EfJtbiri  itself  and  did  net  go  cut  tc  any  cf  tho 
outlying  canpsjj 

2.  The  Japanese  and  Korean  porconalitios  at  Ranburl  Ca:p  were  cs 

fellows |  ' 


Lt.  Coni 

Lt.  Oda 
Lt.  iranoaatsu 


The  N.C.Os.  were, 

Sjt.  Lj  caa. 
Sjts.h'utanabi 


Ccm-Jidont. 

Other  nu.ibora  cf  his  staff  wercj 

This  icon  had  been  educated  in  ^p^rica  and  had 
been  there  35  years j  consequently  ho  could  spo:k 
absolutely  fluent  Uigllsh. 


Thorc  were  two  .vt.mabisj  one  cf  then  was  medical 
ix d  the  ether  in  ad: Ini strut ion. 


J 


Tho  guards  were  pc roans.  The  ones  involved  in  these  particular  atrocities 
were  called  1 


Kannshira 

Yasiractc 


v/hc sc  nick-name  by  us  -/as  "Tho  undertaker* 
itioro  wore  r.x>rc  guards  invclvod,  but  1  oanint  rojxr;bcr  their  names. 
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3.  IB  soptouber  1943  tho  Japanese  found  a  wireless  sot  which  had 
boon  undo  by  scr Joont  i^.Jcr  Thew  and  a  friend  cf  his  called  sjt .  Suith. 

Ibis  sot  was  found  on  serjoant  l^Jcr  Tfeow's  bod  at  skoexto  '.'erking  Cai^p. 

A  few  days  lt-ter  Then  was  sent  dc./n  to  yen  bur  i  end  was  stood  outside  tho 
guard  rocu  whon  ho  arrived.  I  reuouber  sooing  hin  there. 

4.  At  11  p.u.  tho  Japanese  bogen  boating  serjoent  M.jcr  Then,  tfono 
cf  us  wore  ullonod  to  see  whet  ues  going  on  except  tho  British  Ccuuundunt • 
Capt.  Ronviok  of  the  shorweed  yerresters  ..ho  nos  celled  cut  spccfclly  to 
uitness  it.  I  was  on  duty  in  tho  oook-heuso  about  100  yards  anay  and  I 
hoerd  tho  whole  incident.  Serjeant  M-Jer  Thow  was  boeton  for  an  hour  and 
a  half,  The  uothed  cf  boating  was  to  strlko  hiu  on  the  snail  ef  the  back 
end  on  the  thighs  with  heavy  took  poles.  I  could  hear  the  thuds  cf  tho 
poles  as  they  struck  hiu.  Every  non  end  again  there  would  be  a  short  spell 
nhon  ihcn  was  interrogated  about  hi a  wireless  set.  Tho  Jnpcnoec  varied  tho 
boatings  by  striking  hiu  on  the  faeo  nith  noedon  clegs,  •‘hen  it  nas  all 
ever  Thon  was  left  in  r.  cruuplod  heap  outside  tho  guard  rcou  for  fc-ur  days. 
On  the  first  day  ho  nas  brought  dorm  to  the  cock-hcuso  for  scuo  toe  nhioh  I 
gave  hie:.  At  first  I  did  not  roccgnisc  tho  uonj  his  nhclc  body  was  corked 
with  weals,  his  Jaw  nas  crooked  as  though  broken,  end  his  face  badly  uarked 
as  the  result  cf  blcws  with  the  noedon  clegs.  His  ncso  appeared  to  bo 
broken  and  his  legs  up  to  his  kidneys  wore  a  ix.es  cf  black  bruises,  ho  also 
had  a  very  bid  eye  injury  which  was  suppurating.  I  did  not  see  hiu  aftor 
that,  .s  for  the  rest  of  tho  four  days  rico  end  toa  noro  brought  to  hin  end 
he  stayed  outside  the  gutxd  rcou  cut  in  the  open.  At  the  end  cf  the  fourth 
day  he  was  taken  to  hospital  whore  I  saw  hiu  again.  ..t  th.  t  tine  ho  was 
barely  conscious  end  I  do  net  think  he  know  v;hat  he  was  doing  or  what  was 
happening.  It  wus  disccverod  in  hospital  that  as  woll  as  his  other  injuries 
ho  had  a  burst  oror  druu.  There  is  no  doubt  that  all  the  personalities  I 
havo  nentioned  took  part  in  this  boating. 

5.  Ihv.  day  aftor  ihcw  was  allowed  into  hospital  five  British 

off  icors  wero  brought  down  fren  Sokcucto  to  Kanburi  for  a  boating,  ifcoy 
wore  i 

i£:Jcr  Saith  (S.S.V.F.) 

lUjcr  si'. ter 

hPjer  Knights 

Lt.  mmy 

Lt.  Lciaax  (Rcy.,.1  Signals) 

The  day  before  these  five  British  officers  were  boater,  tho  whole  coup  was 
warned  that  there  w;  o  to  be  a  beating  that  night,  but  there  nas  tc  be  ne 
doijcnstmtlon  whctscovcrj  troops  would  rcunin  ir.  their  bed  sp  .ces,  other¬ 
wise  u  uussacro  would  trice  place.  I  noticed  thut  thcro  wore  uachine  guns 
in  the  guard  roe:-,  prcsuuably  reedy  for  this,  ..t  11  o'clock  that  night 
tho  beating  started.  All  five  of  these  British  officers  wero  beaten  in 
inch  tho  seno  way  as  scr  jount  M’.Jer  Thow.  I.Jijor  S_ith  was  clue  st  killed 
and  Lt.  Leuax  had  beth  his  feroorus  broken  as  i\  result  cf  trying  tc 
protect  hiusolf.  But  i  did  net  witness  those  incidents  o-tfing  tc  tho  coup 
erdorj  I  only  heard  the  screaus  and  tho  noise  cf  the  teak  poles  cn  tho 
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victii„s'  bodies.  '.hen  thut  w'is  over  the  five  cf  then  were  loft  outside  the 
feuerd  rcon  for  one  dry;  they  wore  then  rejxvod  tc  hospital.  j  can  thea  in 
hospital  end  helped  tc  feed  thon.  as  r.cno  of  thua  wero  ublo  to  food  them¬ 
selves.  Their  injuries  were  terrible. 

The  day  after  that  four  roro  British  officers  woro  brought  in  tc 
Kar.buri  for  beating. I  They  wore  , 

Capt.  irav/loy 

Capt.  Gregg  (7th  Cec.stal  pty,  Hw..) 

Lt .  jjr:  itogc 

Lt.  Oilchriet  (S-D.*.) 

i.o  it  turr.cd  out,  r.oithor  Cf.pt.  Gregg  ncr  Lt.  Gilchrist  wore  beaten,  but 
at  11  c'cHck  that  night  Capt.  Hawley  and  Lt.  fruitage  wore  .-rurdcrod, 

/.gain,  i  did  net  witness  the  incident,  i  only  hoard  the  ncisc  cf  the 
beatings  which  lasted  in  each  ec.se  for  ubeut  three-quarters  of  an  hour, 
m  each  case  Dr.  yon  cor  lyden  was  called  out,  but  before  he  Oot  to  where 

the  beatings  uoro  going  cn  he  was  ixtioncd  bach  bj  KUidactcu. 

% 

7*  The  next  daj  two  soldiers,  Bdr.  Rider  end  Gnr.  cavcuiey,  who  were 

in  the  workshop  about  twenty  y^-rda  behind  the  Japanese  guard  roon,  found 
u  Rod  Cross  issue  trilby  hat  in  the  swill  pit.  dfcey  also  slept  in  that 
little  hut  and  told  :.x»  afterwards  that  thoy  had  heard  tho  japancoo  Ouords 
drawing  shovels  fron  on  adjacent  tool  house.  Thero  is  no  doubt  in  ny  ;aind 
that  Hav/lcy  and  ;jri.J.tcge  wero  beaten  to  death  and  buried  nearby , )  and  thero 
is  also  no  doubt  in  ry  rind  that  the  Japanese  personalities  when  I  havo 
nontic  ned  above  were  all  responsible  lor  these  bettings  os  they  rust  all 
have  token  their  turn  ct  striking  thocc  Eritish  officers  cued  corjoant 
I£*jcr  phew. 

8*  I  'culd  describe  Lt.  Cc;l  as  a  rxn  of  about  40,  height  3  ft.  3 

ins,,  weight  about  10  stone,  very  thick  eot;  round  face  and  flat  noso  and 
lockod  nerc  like  a  iuonkcy  than  anything  also.  Lt.  Oda  was  aged  about  27, 
about  3  ft.  8  or  9  inn.  tall,  rathor  sli:.,  weight  about  9i  stono;  ho  had 
i..onkcy-likc  features,  high  cheek  bones,  long  jaw  and  was  :xrc  sltxt-eycd 
than  the  japanoso,  upper  teeth  pr eminent .  Kanorr.tsu,  owing  to  his  long 
st..y  in  .y .erica,  had  rather  lost  hie  Japanese  fei.turcs;  ho  was  whiter  than 
the  majority  and  wore  aqu;  re  cut  riraless  glasses  cf  an  ;yaerican  fashion, 

'K  was  eged  about  30,  hoifct  3  ft,  9  ins.,  weiht  about  lli  ctcnc.  He  had  had 
varicoso  vein  trouble  and  he  had  had  the  off acted  veins  taken  out,  so  that 
ho  did  net  have  actually  a  limp  ncr  exactly  a  ncmal  walk;  he  .xved  slowly 
:md  rather  stiffly,  hc  was,  prcparly  spooling,  u  civilian  interpreter 
attached  to  the  Japanese  ^jr;y  with  a  lieutenant's  rank,  and  he  wero  on  hi3 
loft  breast  a  blua  plaque  upon  which  wore  fivo  ovcrlc.pping  st;j?3  gradually 
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decreasing  in  sizo.  of  the  oerjoants  and  Re  roan  guards  they  v;oro  all 
very  much  tho  same  in  build ,  about  5  ft*  5»  typically  built  low-class 
japuioso  or  Korean  coolie  typos. 


STORK  by  tho  said  GEOFIEY  KNO  XES  ) 
ct  6  Spring  Gardens  in  the  City  ) 
of  ostrlnstor  this  oighth  day  of  ) 

November  1945  )  (Sisaed)  G.  KNOXES. 


Before  uo 

(Signed)  A.M.  BlXL-I^.CDOILXD. 

Capt. 

Local  Staff. 

Mil.  Dept. 

Offico  of  J....G.  • 

London. 


Certified  true  copyi 

(Signed)  R.B.  LJ.EE,  Lt. Colonel. 
A.A.G. 

Tar  Crimes,  HQ  iJLFSL.. 
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